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PAGE from the Adviser, ‘Marianian’

It gives me immense pleasure
and pride to pen down this message for the
Diamond Jubilee Edition of Marianian, the
annual magazine of Mariani College. As the
college steps into its 60th glorious year,
Marianian stands as a reflection...... not
only of our academic excellence but also
of the vibrant creative spirit that defines our
student community. A college magazine
always plays a pivotal role in shaping the
holistic development of students. Beyond
textbooks and examinations, it offers a plat-
form where young minds can freely express
their thoughts, emotions and observations.
It encourages students to nurture their
creativity and gain confidence in their voice.
This edition is particularly special as it brings
together the contributions of students from
Higher Secondary First Year to Degree Sixth
Semester. Their writings — be it stories,
poems or any personal experience speak
a lot about the diversity of thought and the
depth of imagination that our students
possess. Each page is a testament to their
ability to think, to feel, and to create.

Through the process of writing and
publishing, students not only engage with
language and ideas but also learn essential
life skills — editing, teamwork, critical think-
ing and perseverance. In this way, the
college magazine becomes more than just
a compilation of writings; it transforms into
a learning space that complements the
classroom. | would like to extend my heart-
felt congratulations to all the contributors
whose works have added life to this
edition. | am especially grateful to the
Editorial Board and the members of the

Students’ Union for their tireless efforts,
sincere dedication, and teamwork. The
Diamond Jubilee Edition is the result of your
collective passion and commitment. As the
Professor In-charge of the Literary and
Magazine portfolio, it has been a privilege
to witness the growth of this magazine and
the talents of our students. | hope that
Marianian continues to inspire future
generations of students of Mariani College
to dream, to write, and to express them-
selves with confidence.

Let this Diamond Jubilee Edition be
a celebration not only of our institution’s 60
years of academic journey but also of the
dreams and ideas that take shape within
its campus walls. May this edition find a
place not only in our archives but also in
our hearts.

Dr. Alimpiya Bordoloi
Assistant Professor
Department of Accountancy &
Professor In-charge
Literary and Magazine
Mariani College
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WHAT IS EVIL?

s Nilashree Bhattacharjee
Commerce

When we talk about the strength of
the mind, what do you think is a bigger dan-
ger to the society. A strong man or a weak
man?

Looking at it from the point of view
of capability, you may say that the sttronger
man possesses a bigger to society. That's
the perception of the west, thus they are
saying that the people should be okay with
being weak. But for me such an assump-
tion would be very wrong and also hazard-
ous because it is the weak people who
cause most harm to a society. All the crimes
are caused out of weakness, weak people
instigate quarrels and fights among other
people.

Now, there’s a difference between
being weak and being vulnerable, don’t
confuse them. Everyone irrespective of their
strength of the mind is vulnerable i.e, ev-
eryone has problems in their life and go
through hard times. At those times every-
one can express their agenies to close
people, it does not make them weak. The
difference between a strong person and a
weak person is that the strong one goes
through hell only whines about it and never
comes out of it. The weak are generally

unable to think of their own welfare, are too
much dependent, unable to control them-
selves and their desires, unable to see their
shortcomings. When a strong person is
crtitized, he learns from it, whereas when a
weak person is critized they start hating the
ones who critized them.

Weak people are not want only evil.
Even a newborn is weak, it needs parents
support to grow, it is also cute. But when as
as adult needs such support he becomes
noping but an old infant which is nothing
but ugly. Weak people inhibit growth of the
society, the ones unable to control their
desires, commit hireous crimes, ones un-
able to check what is rigid and what is wrong
can cause panic situations, ones who al-
ways try to please others will ultimately be-
come the hated ones, the ones who can-
not control slightest of their emotions insti-
gate, fights among other people.

“A weak man is not a Good Man”

Some people around us who are
weak but are good, but we must remember
that most of the times it is just because they
canoot do harm. Just because someone
cannot harm you does not mean they don’t
want to or they won't they can. Also, being
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weak makes you unable to cause a greater
good. We’are always seen the strong
people with the strength of the soul achieve
big goals, do big things for the welfare of
people, make their family, region and coun-
try proud. When a strong person is good,
he really is.

“Better be a warrior in a garden than
a gardener in a war”

| go against west’s philosophy and
say that there is a necessity for people to
be strong. Because only strong people
can create a better society, a better worked
to live in. To think freely, independently,
critically and globally, we need strong
people. Strong people in the past like our
freedom fighters and in the present like all
the doctors, soldiers, people like Elon Musk,
Sundar Pichai. We much encourage young
people rather than shuttering them. When
you shutter young people, you destroy
them, we must be strong and satisfied
from within ourselves without any need of
external happiness.

To grow strong we must begin by
taking responsibility, As students we should
take responsibility for ourselves trying
growing, try learning new different things,
honoring our skills, making the most of any
opportunity.

“To stay away from being a cause of
evil”

To be a good and strong person, one
must also be capable of will. Shri Krishna
for instance was a very strong character,
he was capable of so much eveil but he
never choose to, he use some of this ca-
pability to bring peace and righteousness.
Another instance, Harry Potter, could talk

to snakes which is considered an evil qual-
ity. For a true person, say Elon Musk, is
capable of ruining many people’s lives, he
can do almost anything but chooses to do
the good.

We are people like Stephen Hawking,
who being physically disabled for his past
life, yet he achieved great facts in the study
of physics.

The musician, Evelyn Glennie could
not hear. The author, Agatha Christie could
not see. They have contributed greatly to
their fields inspite of such difficulties with
the strengths of their minds and souls.

| am not saying anyone to the staic
but to be strong. To try making life on this
land better than it can ever be. To stay away

from being a cause of evil.
[
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The Hargila Lady of India

< Bhaibhav Tassa
H.S. 2nd Year

Dr. Purnima Devi Barman is an In-
dian wildlife biologist and environmentalist
from Assam. She is

of the stark through, songs rituals and
festivals.
Her tireless efforts changed public

best known for her dedi-
cated conservation ef-
forts to protect the
greater Adjutant Stark
(Hargila), an endan-
gered bird species once
seen as a nuisance of
locals.

Born and raised
in Assam, Dr. Barman
developed a love for
nature from an early
age. She pursued her
Master’s degree in Zo-
ology and later joined

perception about the bird
from a bad omen to a
symbol of pride and en-
vironmental heritage.
The nesting volonies are
now better protected and
the local communities
play an active role in con-
servation.

In recognitation of her
remarkable contribution,
Dr. Barman received sev-
eral awards, including the
Whitley Award (also
known as the Green Os-

Gauhati University for
her PhD studies, focusing on the greater
adjutant stork. She noticed how rapidly the
population of this rare bird was declining
due to habitat destruction and lack of aware-
ness among people.

To save the spcies, she started a
unique and powerful community based
conservation movement. She formed the
Hargila Army, a group of over 10,000 rural
women who help raise awareness, protect
nesting site, and celebrate the presence

car) in 2017 and the UN
champions of the Earth Award in 2022, the
highest environmental honour by the United
Nations.

Today, the Hargila lady stand as a
symbol of hope and inspiration not only for
Assam but for the entire world. Her journey
from a young nature lover to an international
environmentalist has shown how local ef-
forts can lead to global impact.

We salute this great daughter of
India. u
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THE JOURNEY OF RITWIK DEKA

From Jorhat Student to Rs. 45 Crore Entrepreneur

< Bibhuty Beria
Commerce

A Room with No Window :

The fan squeaked overhead, rotating
just enough to make noise, but not enough to
cool the room. The summer heat in Jorhat was
unforgiving, and in that small, rented single-
room home, it pressed in like a heavy blanket.
Ritwik Deka sat cross-legged on the floor, a
borrowed second-hand laptop on his knees, the
screen flickering. On it played a YouTube video
titted "How to Start a Business with Rs. 0. "He
didn't understand all the terms equity, valua-
tion, scalability-but he understood one thing the
people in the video were once like him. Ordi-
nary. Broke. Dreamers. That night, his father
returned late from their tiny fabric stall in the
market. His shirt was soaked, his face sunken
with fatigue Ritwik stared at him and made a
silent promise: “One day, I'll give him rest.”

The Backbencher

At college, Ritwik wasn't the topper. He
wasn't even in the top ten. He was the boy who
sat in the second-to-last bench, scribbled qui-
etly, and spoke less. But after class, while oth-
ers joked at tea stalls, he walked to a local cyber
café. Every day. For hours, he read about start-
ups, success stories, branding, and youth en-
trepreneurship. He kept all his ideas in a tat-
tered brown notebook he titled "Someday."

That "someday" arrived sooner than ex-
pected During a college fest, his friend Arjun
complained, "Why are they charging us Rs. 450

for these basic T-shirts?" That comment
sparked something. Ritwik skipped class, vis-
ited a local printer, and asked: "How much for
50 T-shirts with custom prints?"

He borrowed Rs. 5,000 from his uncle.
In three days, he had a table at the fest with his
first product. The name -CampusKart.

The First Sale :

The shirts were simple, Clean prints.
Funny slogans. Inside jokes that only his col-
lege students would get. The first buyer smiled
and said, "This is hilarious. I'll take two. "Then
more followed.

Ritwik sold out within hours. Every single
shirt. That night, he couldn't sleep. Not because
he was tired-but because something had awak-
ened. Maybe just maybe he wasn't crazy to
dream. He reinvested the earnings, designed
better T-shirts, and started selling during events
across Jorhat. Within months, Campuskart was
a familiar name across campuses And Ritwik
Deka was no longer just a student. He was
becoming an entrepreneur.

Midnight Hustler :

His days were spent in college; his
nights, with CampusKart. He designed using
free software. printed orders, packed them at
home, and sometimes delivered them himself
on his father's scooter. When a batch of 100
hoodies came out misprinted, he didn't hide.

maImTR 7

§&\\\\\\\\\\



He called each customer and refunded them.

That honesty earned him something no
marketing could buy loyalty. People didn't just
buy from CampusKart anymore they supported
it.

The First Real Test :

Two years in, Campuskart had reached
10 colleges. Then came a massive order: 1.200
full kits for a national-level fest in Mumbai. Bags,
bottles, tees, everything. The deal was worth
Rs. 9 lakhs. Ritwik didn't have the money to
fulfil it. He took a risk-pitched to a local inves-
tor. Nervous, shaking, but determined, he
showed data, charts, and samples. The inves-
tor looked at him and said : "I'm not sure this
will work. But | believe in you."

He handed Ritwik a cheque for Rs. 10
lakhs. That moment changed everything.

From Jorhat to the Nation :

Campus Kart expanded. From Jorhat
to Dibrugarh, Tezpur to Guwahati. Northeast
India started buzzing with the brand. Ritwik
didn't just scale products he scaled people. He
created a Student Ambassador Program,
trained interns, and collaborated with local de-
livery partners. The CampusKart app was
launched, designed late into the night, with ev-
ery feature Ritwik wished he'd had as a stu-
dent. His principle was simple: "Empower stu-
dents to serve students".

Crashing. Then Flying :

During Diwali season, Campus Kart's
servers crashed. 300 orders were delayed.
Frustration exploded online. Instead of excuses,
Ritwik stood in front of a white wall and uploaded
avideo: "We made a mistake. We're sorry. Give
us 3 days to fix it or take a full refund."

The video went viral Instead of back-
lash, he gained trust CampusKart gained
10.000 new followers in 5 days, Because when
others would've blamed the system, he took
responsibility.

=

Rs. 45 Crore and Still Climbing :

On his 25th birthday, Ritwik entered a
new two-story office in Jorhat. Employees
clapped. His phone buzzed with an
email.CampusKart was now valued at Rs. 45
crore. He smiled-but not from ego. From grati-
tude. He still called his mother every evening.
Still wore his Campus Kart hoodie. Still rode a
second-hand bike. He told a student at an event,
"Start small. But start. The world waits for no
one and helps those who try."

The Boy with Fire :

Now, Ritwik was being invited to IIMS,
[ITs, and youth summits. He didn't speak like a
CEO. He spoke like a friend. He told his audi-
ence,

"I'm not special. I'm not rich. | just didn't
stop."

He still visited his college on weekends.
He'd stand behind Campuskart stalls like he did
years ago, helping first-years sell to freshers
When asked why, he said, "To remind myself
how far we've come and how far we still have
to go."

The Legacy Begins :

Ritwik's story is no longer his alone. It's
shared in group chats, college canteens, and
start-up meetups. It's the story of every small-
town dreamer who ever dared to believe that "l
can. "You don't need lakhs to begin. You don't
need English fluency or fancy investors. You
need one thing: belief. “If Ritwik from Jorhat
can do it, so can you.”
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PERCEPTION : The Way We See Life

< Gourab Ghosh

Social Service Secretary

Nobody teaches us how to see life,
we're taught how to read, write, and solve
problems But nobody leaches us how to
deal with pain, how to stay calm in chaos,
or how to understand silence. That's where
perception comes in-it's not about what we
see, it's about how we see it. Two people
can go through the same moment one
breaks, the other builds Not because life is
unfair to one, but because their perception
is different Everyone has a different per-
ception, shaped by their story, beliefs, and
life lessons. Some were taught to fight
through struggle, others to stay silent and
distant. Before judging someone, remem-
ber what they see may not be what you see.
In relationships, perception builds the space
between misunderstanding and under-
standing One sees anger, another sees
pain, one sees silence, the other finds
peace. In careers too-rejection feels like
failure to one, redirection to another Some
give up. some grow stronger all based on
how they choose to see. In life, perception
changes everything struggles into strength,
delays into lessons. Loneliness turns into
connection, endings into beginnings with
just a shift in view You don't need to control
life only the lens through which you see it
The way you see people, yourself, and the
world becomes your reality When life feels

heavy, maybe it's not life maybe it's your
perception Sometimes peace isn't found in
change, but in how we choose to look at
life. Perception can't change the world, but
it can change how we live in it. And some-
times, that's more than enough to survive
and thrive. Every emotion, every moment
holds a different meaning in different eyes
So be kind, stay aware, and choose the lens
that brings light, not darkness Because
clanty doesn't always come from answers.
sometimes it comes from understanding.
Your reality is born not from what happens
but from what you make of it Perception is
not weakness or escape it is your inner
power. Change your view and you might just
change your life
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The Invention of ‘Nothing’

s Nazmin Akhtar
Debating Secretary

Before the number, there was the
thought. And before the thought, there was
a problem: how does one count what isn't
there? For centuries, the brilliant minds of
Rome and Greece, with all their aqueducts
and philosophies, stumbled at this concep-
tual precipice. They had numbers for one
sheep, for ten coins, for a hundred soldiers.
But for a debt paid, for an empty shelf, for
no sheep at all? Their systems faltered,
leaving an awkward, clumsy space in their
calculations. They feared the void.

It took the profound introspection of
ancient India to give that void a name and
a shape: 'Shunya' This was not merely a
placeholder, it was a revolution in thought.
Within the Hindu and Buddhist philoso-
phies, the void emptiness-was not a terrify-
ing vacuum but a state of ultimate poten-
tial, the womb of all creation. The Indian
mathematicians, therefore, did not fear it,
they embraced it. They gave it a symbol, a
circle: '0'".

..--'4:
i’:f*
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This humble circle was a Trojan
horse of an idea. Smuggled along the Silk
Road by Arab merchants who called it 'sifr,
it arrived in Europe, a continent hostile to
its existence. To the Church, a symbol for
'nothing' was a blasphemy against God's
plenary creation. Yet, commerce and sci-
ence have little time for dogma The elegant
power of the decimal system, made pos-
sible only by zero, was undeniable.

From there, it conquered the world.
It became the bedrock of algebra, the key
to calculus, the language of physics. Today,
the binary code of Os and 1s that powers
your smartphone is a direct descendant of
that ancient Indian meditation on empti-
ness. Zero is the greatest paradox: a sym-
bol for nothing that allows us to calculate
everything It is a reminder that sometimes,
the most powerful revolutions begin with the
courage to look into the abyss and see not

an end, but a beginning.
[
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The Great Emu War

s Bikram Basumatary
Deptt. of Political Science

History is replete with tales of
military follies, but few are quite so glori-
ously absurd as Australia's formal declara-
tion of war on its flightless bird population.
The year was 1932. The Great Depression
was biting hard, and in Western Australia,
returning Great War veterans turned
farmers faced a new, feathered menace.
Twenty-thousand emus, with the tactical
discipline of a Panzer division, had migrated
to their farmlands, finding cultivated wheat
far more palatable than scrub.

The farmers, themselves veterans,
petitioned the government for aid. The
Minister for Defence, Sir George Pearce, a
man who clearly saw a headline opportunity,
agreed. The military would intervene. And
so, Major G.PW. Meredith of the Royal
Australian Artillery, armed with two Lewis
machine guns and 10,000 rounds of
ammunition, was dispatched to the front
lines to engage the enemy.

What followed was less a battle and

more a feathery farce. The emus, it turned
out, were geniuses of guerrilla warfare.
They would split into small cells, rendering
the machine guns largely ineffective. The
birds were surprisingly resilient to bullets,
and their erratic, high-speed sprints made
them maddeningly difficult targets. One
report glumly noted, "The emus have
proved that they are not so stupid as they
are usually considered to be."

After a month of humiliation, with a
frankly embarrassing Kkill-rate and the
national press having a field day, Major
Meredith and his men withdrew. The
military had been outmanoeuvred, out-
smarted, and comprehensively defeated.
The emus had won. remains the only war
in which the Australian government was
forced to concede victory to an army of
birds, a humbling reminder that in the great
theatre of conflict, one should never, ever
underestimate your opponent-especially if
they have long legs and a beak. |
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RAJ KAPOOR
The Charlie Chaplin of India

¢ Manpeet Lal

Asstt. General Secretary
MCSU

Long before ‘Bollywood’ was a glo-
bal brand, a man in a slightly-too-tight coat,
baggy trousers, and a battered hat held a
mirror to the soul of a newly independent
India. He was the underdog, the eternal
optimist, He was Raj Kapoor. To call him
merely a flmmaker would be an understate-
ment; he was a national sentiment.Born in
Peshawar (now Pakistan) on December 14,
1924, to the legendary actor Prithviraj
Kapoor, he was destined for the world of
cinema.

The moniker ‘The Charlie Chaplin of
India’ is both a grand compliment and a
slight simplification. Like Chaplin, Kapoor
perfected the persona of the 'little man'
grappling with an unjust world. This was
most evident in his iconic films Awaara (The
Vagabond, 1951) and Shree 420 (Mr. 420,
1955).His characters were etched with a
profound pathos, a blend of naive hope and
the crushing reality that resonated with mil-
lions in a young nation finding its footing.
When he sang “Mera Joota Hai Japani...
Phir Bhi Dil Hai Hindustani” (My shoes are
Japanese... but my heart is Indian), he
wasn'’t just singing a song; he was articu-

lating the identity of a generation caught
between tradition and modernity.

At the young age of 24, he estab-
lished his own studio, R. K. Films, becom-
ing the youngest film director of his time
with his 1948 debut, Aag.While Aag laid the
foundation, it was Barsaat (1949) that
brought him major success as a producer
and director.The iconic image from this film,
with Kapoor holding co-star Nargis, became
the emblem of R.K. Films.

His films were grand spectacles, re-
nowned for their spectacular dream se-
quences and unforgettable music by the
duo Shankar-Jaikishan. Yet, at their core,
they always possessed a simple, beating
heart. He understood that the greatest sto-
ries are not about kings and queens but
about the resilience of the common man.
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His ambition as a flmmaker reached
its zenith with the 1970 epic, Mera Naam
Joker, a deeply personal film loosely based
on his own life that took six years to
make.The film was a commercial disaster
in India, plunging him into a severe finan-
cial crisis where he had to mortgage his
studio and property. Distributors who once
clamored for his films abandoned him. Yet,
time has vindicated his vision, and the film
is now hailed as a cult classic.

But the showman of Indian cinema
was not one to be defeated.He roared back
with the 1973 blockbuster Bobby, which not
only restored his fortunes but also launched
his son Rishi Kapoor into stardom.For his
immense contributions, the Government of
India honored him with the Padma Bhushan
in 1971 and the Dadasaheb Phalke Award
in 1987, the latter of which he collapsed
while receiving, passing away a month later
in June 1988.

Raj Kapoor’s influence, however,
remains immortal. His films broke barriers,
finding massive audiences in the Soviet
Union, China, the Middle East, and beyond,
making him one of India’s first global su-
perstars. The tramp may have walked off
into the sunset, but his songs of hope and
resilience continue to echo. The man is
gone, but the show goes on forever.

[

Women
Empowerment

% Gayatri Tanti
Deptt. of Economics

) i
/%)

Many resources and magazines
offer content related to women’s empow-
erment including articles, reports and
entire digital issues. These can be found
on websited of organization dedicated to
women’s issue, educational institution and
some general interest publications. You can
also find research papers and articles on
platforms like: social media, Facebook,
Instagram.

Women empowerment means
emancipation of women from the vicious
grips of social, economical, political, cast
and gender based discrimination. It means
granting women the freedom to make life
choices. Women empowerment does not
mean deifying women rather it means
replacing patriarchy with parity. In this
regard, there are various sacets of women
empowerment, such as given hereunder.

Empowering women is a big respon-
sibility but it is also vital for gender equality.
Furthermore, society benefits when women
are treated with respect and are not treated
as second class citizen. Women used to
limited in their house and were not allowed
to leave the house for employment before,
but now things have drastically changed. ®
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The Kardashev Scale

% Rohan Sobor
General Secretary

MCSU

In the grand, silent theatre of the
cosmos, are we the only ones on stage? It
is the oldest question. But perhaps we have
been looking for the wrong clues. In 1964,
the Soviet astronomer Nikolai Kardashev
proposed we stop listening for whispers and
start looking for footprints-cosmic-sized
footprints of energy consumption. He gifted
us the Kardashev Scale, a humbling and
terrifying yardstick for measuring not who
a civilisation is, but what it can do.

AType I civilisation, he theorised, is
a planetary one. It has mastered its home
world, harnessing all the energy that falls
upon it from its parent star. It controls the
weather, harnesses geothermal power from
its core, and laughs in the face of hurri-
canes. By this measure, humanity is a mere
infant. The great physicist Carl Sagan esti-
mated we are currently a Type 0.7
civilisation, centuries away from mastering
our own cradle.

Beyond that lies the Type Il
civilisation, the Stellar masters. No longer
content with the spare change of energy
hitting their planet, they go directly to the
source. They would be capable of building
a "Dyson Sphere" or a similar

THE KARDASHEV SCALE

5

™,

megastructure to completely encapsulate
their star, capturing every last joule of its
output. The energy at their command would
be billions of times that of a Type I. Their
engineering would be indistinguishable from
magic to us.
And then... there is the silence of
Type lll. A Galactic civilisation. Beings who
consume the energy output of their entire
galaxy, all one hundred billion stars of it.
They would likely be a species of pure en-
ergy, their consciousness spread across
star systems, their thoughts spanning mil-
lennia. Such a civilisation would not be a
player on the cosmic stage; it would be the
stage.
The Kardashev Scale is more than
a method for classifying hypothetical aliens.
It is a mirror and a map. It shows us how
far we have to go, and the almost unimag-
inable potential that lies ahead if we can
survive our technological adolescence. It
asks us the ultimate question: will we re-
main a quarrelling species on a single, frag-
ile planet, or will we one day reach for the
stars?
[
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FAMADIHANA
The Malagasy Tradition of Dancing with the Dead

s Aysha Dey
Deptt. of Education
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In the Western mind, death is a
final, sombre affair. We mark it with quiet
reverence, sealed. caskets, and a clear,
unbreachable line between the living and
the departed. But on the high plateaus of
Madagascar, that line is lovingly, joyfully
blurred. Here, they practise Famadihana-
"the turning of the bones"-a festival where
families exhume their ancestors not to
mourn, but to celebrate.

To an outsider, the sight can be jar-
ring. Tombs are opened, and the remains
of beloved relatives, wrapped in silk
shrouds, are carefully brought out into the
sunlight. But what follows is not sorrow, it
is a party. Live music fills the air as family
members lift their ancestors onto their
shoulders, dancing with them, telling them
the family news, introducing new babies,
and wrapping them in fresh, luxurious silk.

This is not an act of macabre wor-
ship. It is a profound expression of a deeply
held belief that the link between the living
and the dead is never truly broken. The an-
cestors remain a part of the family, and
Famadihana is a tangible way to show them
they are not forgotten. The Malagasy be-
lieve that until the body is fully decomposed,
the spirit has not yet finally passed to the
next world, and this ritual helps ease their
journey.

It is a powerful physical manifesta-
tion of love. It forces us to question our own
sanitised, distant relationship with mortal-
ity. While the practice may seem alien, the
emotion at its heart is utterly universal the
desperate, human need to hold onto our
loved ones, to feel their presence once
more, and to reaffirm that family, truly, is
forever. [ |
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The Satere-Mawe : Bullet Ant Initiation

s Nihar Gogoi

Minor Games Secretary

Pain has a texture. It has a colour
and a sound. And in the heart of the
Amazon rainforest, for the young men of
the Sateré-Mawé tribe, it has a name: the
bullet ant. Its sting is ranked as the most
painful in the world, a searing, throbbing
agony that neuroscientist Dr. Justin Schmidt
described as "like fire-walking over flaming
charcoal with a 3-inch rusty nail grinding
into your heel." Now, imagine that pain
multiplied by hundreds.

A ceremony of passage into man-
hood. The ritual is as brutal as it is simple.
The ants are drugged by submerging them
in a natural sedative, and then hundreds of
them are woven, stingers-first, into a pair
of gloves made of leaves. As the ants
awaken, angry and disoriented, the initiate
must place his hands inside these gloves.
For ten minutes.

The boy must endure the onslaught
without crying out, his body convulsing from
the waves of neurotoxins being pumped
into his bloodstream. The pain does not
subside for 24 hours. And this is not a
one-time ordeal. To be considered a true
warrior, a man must endure this trial twenty
times over the course of his life.

This is not needless cruelty. For the
Satere-Mawé, it is a crucible. It is a way
to prove one's ability to withstand the
hardships of the forest, to demonstrate
courage, and to learn that pain, even at its
most extreme, can be endured. It is a
terrifying, mesmerising testament to the
limits of human will, a tradition that forges
boys into men through a baptism of pure,

unadulterated pain.
[
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The Symphony of the Whales

Lower a hydrophone
into the deep, dark waters of
the ocean, and you will hear
it. A sound that is at once
haunting, complex, and pro-
foundly ancient It is the song
of the humpback whale, a
symphony that travels for
hundreds of miles through
the planet's inner space.
This is not mere noise, it is
one of the most complex and
mysterious forms of commu-
nication on Earth.

These songs are in-
tricate, structured composi-
tions. They are built from
themes and phrases, re-
peated in a specific order,
much like a human sym-
phony. What is utterly baf-
fling is that all males in a

single population sing the exact same song.
And this song is constantly, slowly evolving
over the season. More remarkably, when a
new, "hit" song is introduced from another
population, it spreads across the ocean like
a cultural wave, with entire populations
abandoning their old tune for the new one

within a year or two.

% Ankita Mandal
Deptt. of English

Why do they sing?
The simplest answer is for
mating, a serenade from a
fifty-ton suitor. But that feels
too simplistic. The sheer com-
plexity suggests more. Are
they telling stories of migra-
tion routes? Sharing informa-
tion about the state of the
ocean? Or is it something we
can barely comprehend a
form of communal art, a
shared consciousness ex-
pressed through melody?

Listening to the whales
is to feel a sense of profound
humility. Their sounds filled
the oceans long before our
ancestors walked on two
legs, and they contain a
knowledge we can only guess
at. In their deep, resonant

calls, we hear the true voice of the planet,
a reminder that we are not the only intelli-
gent, feeling beings here. We are merely
the loudest.
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Parental Love

s Nahida Ahmed
Deptt. of English

A love so pure, a bond so strong,

Parents hearts, forever belong,

To their dear children, sweet and bright,
A love that’s unconditional, day and night.

With tender care, they guide and lead,

Through life’s journey, with every step and deed.
Their love is patient, their love is kind,

A love that’s selfless, forever on their mind.

Through laughter and tears, they stand as one, i
Supporting dreams, until the day is own.
Their love is a shelter, a guiding light,

That shines so bright, through life’s darkest night.

With every sacrifice, with every test,

Their love for their children, forever finds its best.

So here’s to parents, and the love they share, Fl()wers
A treasure rare, that's beyond compare.

s Astha Gogoi
Deptt. of Geography

From the stem, two blooms appear,
Hope springs as petals fade.
One flower whispers I'm here,
Though the other is afraid.

Life’s and meets love’s first trace,
In dying, beauty speaks.
R A blosoom finds its place,

AL | While the elder flower seeks,
Colors blend in silent hue,
Stories told from root to sky,
Where one falters in dew,
Another learns to fly

Two hearts merge on a single stem,
Bound by time’s gentle whim.
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In the Map of My Mind

< Juri Gowala

Deptt. of Geography

| trace the lines on paper wide,

Where oceans swell and borders bide.
From mountain peaks to river bends,
The Earth and | have grown as friends.

Contours whisper of ancient might,
Volcanoes speak through satellite.

Through climate shifts and fault-line shakes,
| study all the Earth remakes.

Migration trails, monsoon rains,

The lives shaped by terrain's domains.

With compass heart and curious mind,
| seek what most leave undefined.

Not just the "where," but also "why"
The patterns in the land and sky.

Some see just maps, or rocks, or trees,
| see the Earth's deep histories.

And as | learn, the world expands-

A classroom drawn in time and lands.

So here | stand, degree in view,

With charts and truths I'm passing through.
Geography-my chosen art

A world | carry in my heart.

-
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Moon is beautiful, isn't it?

s Nayan Tanti
Deptt. of Geography

Do you know of a story that has ended,
yet never had a beginning?

Where does a story begin,

and where does it end?

A tale of many broken hearts

does its ending truly mark the end?
Or is it that a broken heart is

merely a special character in the story,
One whose absence leaves

such an impact

that everything feels likeit's over?

But no, it is not the end

rather, it transforms into a new character.
The story continues, endlessly,

unfolding with each passing moment.

If it ever feels like the end,

time will gently turn the page,

revealing a new chapter with new characters.

Only a breath can decide
where a story ends and
where a new journey begins.
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Streetlight

s Anubhab Chakraborty

Commerce

Under the streetlight’s gentle glow,

The night awakens, with a soft, low flow
The shadows dance, upon the wall,

As the world outside, begains to enthroll

The light’s warm touch, on skin so fair,
llluminates, the darkness thats there,

A beacon bright, in the black of night
Guiding us through, with its gentle light.

The stars above, a twinkling show,
Reflected below, in the light’s soft glow,
The world is hushed, in a peaceful sleep,
As the streetlight watches, with a vigilant keep.

In this quit hour, find my peace,
A sense of calm that the world can’t release.
]

T

Wanderer’s Reflection

% Angelika Gogoi
Deptt. of Geography

As a traveller, I roam and stray,

Under trees that whisper through the day,,
Their leaves rustling, a gentle hue,

A symphony that echoes, pure and true,,

In nature arms, I find my peace,

A sense of calm, my worries release,,
Life’s beauty surrounds me, wild and free,,
A tapestry woven, for all to see!

The flowers sway, a colorful dance,

Their sweet fragrance, a wondrourtrance,,
In this serene world, I find my home,
Where love and joy, forever roam.
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se Woman, Rise

s Muskan Sahu
Deptt. of English

She walks with dreams the world once feared,
With silent strength, her voice is heard.

No chains can hold, no walks confine,

A fire within, her soul divine.

She’s not just soft, she’s bold and wise,
With lightning hidden in her eyes.
From ancident roots to skies above,
She leads with power, grace and love.

She lifts not just herself alone,

But builds a world, stone by stone.
Her story, once in shadows kept,
Now roars where quit women wept.

No longer told to sit or stay,

She makes her mark, she finds her way,
So let her rise, let barriers fall-

An empowered women uplifts all.
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Education

% Nayana Kakati
H.S. 1st Year

Education is the key

to unlock your destiny

It opens up your mind

To the wonders you can find.

Education is the light

That guides you through the night
It helps you see the truth

And make the best of your youth.

Education is the power

That make you grow and flower
It gives you skills and confidence
And prepares you for excellence.

Education is the gift
That you should never miss
It enriches your life and soul
And helps you reach your goal.
[
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Campus of Dreams

s Karan Borah
Deptt. of Geography

Halls of learning, where hearts reside
A melting pot, where souls abide
The campus whispers, tales of old
Of laughter, tears and stories untold.

The lecture halls, where minds take flight W ar T
Professor’s wisdom, shining like a light '
The library’s silence, where thoughts unfold

Late night cram sessions, with friendships to hold.

The canteen’s chatter, where bonds are made
Shared laughter and tears, in memories displayed

The all-nighter’s, with coffee as our guide ChaSing StaI"S

Group projects and presentations side by side.

The memories we create, in this fleeting years

Are the treasures we hold, through laughter and tears
For in these halls of learning, we find our way

To a future bright, starting from this day.

% Sahida Sultana
Deptt. of Geography

m A spark begins with silent thought,
A dream unspoken, yet dearly sought.
It grows with hope,
It burns with fire,
It climbs through doubt, it won't retire.
; Theysay “it’s far”,
iy " theysay “it's high”,
LB P e But dreams were made to touch the sky.
d _‘wlj ] Not every step will feel so clear,
Al e V.Y "|i,|f But walk you must, despite the fear.
Vit 11 Let failure teach,
. ) let struggle guide,
b el ) Let courage be your truest pride.
g - For those who dare, the world will bend

A dreamer's path has no dead end.
[
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PRESIDENT’S Report
Mariani College Students’ Union : Session - 2024-25

Respected Principal, Honorable Fac-
ulty Members, Esteemed Administrative Staff,
my Colleagues at the Students' Union, and
Dear Students of Mariani College,“It is with
a great sense of honor and responsibility that
| present the annual report of the Mariani
College Students' Union for the academic
session 2024-25. Following our election on
September 27, 2024, our executive body
committed itself to fostering a holistic, inclu-
sive, and progressive environment for the
entire student community. This report outlines
the key initiatives, activities, and achieve-
ments of our tenure.

L. Foundational Initiatives and

Infrastructural Development

Our first act as a union, even before
our official inauguration, was to organize a
College Cleaning Drive on September 30,
2024. This initiative was symbolic of our core
mission: to serve the institution and ensure a
clean and conducive learning environment for all.

Subsequently, our union drafted and
submitted a comprehensive memorandum to
the Honorable MLA of Mariani and our Re-
spected Principal. The memorandum ad-
dressed several critical infrastructural and
academic needs, including :

Establishment of multiple digital class-
rooms to support modern teaching method-
ologies.

Enhancement of sanitation facilities in
college bathrooms.

Urgent repair of the common room for
the Arts campus.

Sahil Amin

President
Date : August 22, 2025

Immediate resumption of construction
for the common rooms on the Commerce and
Science campuses.

Necessary repainting and mainte-
nance of classrooms across all faculties.

Establishment of a branch library within
the Science campus for easier access.

Procurement of new sports equipment
(carrom, chess, football, volleyball, etc.) to
promote both indoor and outdoor sports.

Construction of new classrooms to ac-
commodate the increasing student enroll-
ment.

We are pleased to report that, thanks
to the diligent efforts of the college adminis-
tration and the support of the Hon'ble MLA,
approximately 90% of the proposals in the
memorandum have been successfully imple-
mented. We remain optimistic about the
timely completion of the remaining projects.

II. Academic, Cultural and

Sports Activities : A Summary

Throughout the year, the Students'
Union actively organized and participated in
a diverse range of activities designed to pro-
mote student engagement and talent.

Cultural and Festive Events:

We celebrated national festivals like
Diwali (October 29, 2024) and organized a
memorable Saraswati Pooja (February 3,
2025). Additionally, we hosted “Rangdhali”
(April 9, 2025), an event dedicated to indig-
enous culture and sports.
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Intellectual and Academic

Pursuits :

Our team secured the Runners-Up po-
sition at the Inter-College Quiz Competition
held at Jorhat College on November 8, 2024.

Sporting Achievements (November
20, 2024 — January 2, 2025): This was a land-
mark year for sports. At the Dibrugarh Uni-
versity Inter-College Sports Meet, our college
football team became the Zonal Champion
after a long interval. Our handball team se-
cured the Runners-Up position, and our ath-
letes won numerous medals, including gold,
in various athletic events.

Youth Festival (January 21-25, 2025):
After years of anticipation, Mariani College
achieved significant recognition at the Inter-
College Youth Festival. Our students won a
Gold Medal in Clay Modeling and a Bronze
Medal in Poster Making, which was a moment
of immense pride for the institution. This was
preceded by extensive auditions and work-
shops to prepare the participants.

College Week (January 29 — Febru-
ary 6, 2025): The annual College Week was
conducted successfully, featuring a wide ar-
ray of competitions in sports, literature, and
cultural activities, with high levels of student
participation.

III. Student Welfare and

Community Engagement :

The Union remained committed to serv-
ing the student body and the wider community.

Student Support :

We operated a Helpdesk (both online
and offline) during the admission periods for
Higher Secondary and Degree programs to as-
sist prospective students and their families. We
also organized formal welcoming events for the
new batches on June 2 and August 4, 2025.

Social and Environmental
Initiatives :

In collaboration with the NSS and SFD
units, we conducted several Tree Plantation

and Cleanliness Drives, notably on Novem-
ber 11,2024, and on World Environment Day
(June 5, 2025). On July 29, 2025, a special
drive was organized where 21 trees were
planted to mark my 21st birthday.

Patriotic Events :

On August 14, 2025, we organized a
massive Tiranga Rally, where over 500 stu-
dents marched through Mariani with a 200-
meter-long National Flag, fostering a spirit of
national pride.

Institutional Participation :

We were honored to be part of the Col-
lege Foundation Day celebration on July 1,
2025, and the historic meeting where the deci-
sion to celebrate the college's Diamond Jubi-
lee was taken.

IV. Conclusion and

Acknowledgements :

Serving on the Students’ Union has
been a significant learning experience, en-
hancing our skills in leadership, management,
and teamwork. We are also grateful for the
opportunities to collaborate with various col-
lege bodies, including the Teachers' Unit,
Women's Cell, IQAC, NSS, and NCC, in their
respective events.

As our tenure approaches its end, we
are preparing to organize the General
Freshers' Meet on September 1, 2025, and
aim to make it a memorable event.

In closing, I, on behalf of the entire
Mariani College Students' Union 2024-25,
extend our profound gratitude to our
Respected Principal, the faculty, and the
administrative staff for their guidance and
support. We are also deeply thankful to the
student community for placing their trust
in us. We have endeavored to serve with
dedication and integrity, and we hope our
efforts have contributed positively to the
legacy of this great institution.

Thank you.

Sahil Amin
President, MCSU
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Best Litterateur (Male)
Best Litterateur (Female)
Best Singer

Best Singer (Female)

Miss Mariani College 2025
Best Athelete (Male)

Best Athelete (Female)

College Week 2025 Results

Rupankar Gogoi

Dibya Koch

Gaurangah Kashyap Medhi
Tori Majumdar

Bikokhita Bora
Dharmeshwar Gonju
Sandhya Gowalla
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Hon’ble Principals of
MARIANI COLLEGE

No. | Name Tenure
1. Mr. HARI PRASAD NEOG, M.A. (I/c) 1966 - 1969
2. Mr. KAMAL NARAYAN DAS, M.A. (I/c) 1969 - 1971
3. Mr. RABINDRA NATH SAIKIA, M.A. 1971 - 1988
4, Mr. DIBYA PAWAN BAROOAH, M.A. (I/c) 1988 - 2000
5. Mr. NRIPENDRA NATH SARMAH, M.A. 2000 - 2009
6. Mr. SISIR KR. BORTHAKUR, M.A. (I/c) 2009 - 2010
7. Mr. BINODE KR. GOGOI, M.A. (I/c) 2010 - 2012
8. Dr. HAREN SAIKIA, M.A., M.Phil, Ph.D. 2012 - 2021
9. Dr. MANJULA BORTHAKUR, M.A., M.Phil, Ph.D.(I/c) Jan,2022 - May 2022
10. | Dr. HOREN GOOWALLA, M.Com., Ph.D. 2022 (May, 23) ~
Presidents, Students Union
MARIANI COLLEGE
No. | Name Year
1 Sri Madhurjya Gogoi 2017-18
2 Sri Angan Handique 2018-19
3 Sri D. Bhattacharjee 2019-20
4. Sri Gaurav Das 2021-22
5 Sri Anshuman Gogoi 2022-23
6 Sri Rupankar Gogoi 2023-24
7 Sri Sahil Amin 2024-25
z}%yﬁ?m St
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General Secretaries, Students Union

MARIANI COLLEGE

No. | Name Year

1. Sri Gobin Hazarika 1966-1967
2. Sri Keshab Lahon 1968-1976
3. Sri Binod Gogoi 1976-1977
4. Sri Niren Borthakur 1977-1978
5. Sri K. Bordoloi 1978-1980
6. Sri Ranjan Banerjee 1981-1982
7. Sri Birinchi Bharali 1983-1984
8. Sri Dilip Buragohain 1984-1985
9. Sri Lachit Gogoi 1985-1986
10. | Sri Krishna Kamal Boruah 1986-1987
11. | Sri Partha Protim Gogoi 1987-1988
12. | Sri Chandan Gogoi 1988-1989
13. | Sri Sanjoy Khound 1989-1990
14. | Sri Chakrasen Gogoi 1990-1991
15. | Sri Manjit Sarmah 1991-1992
16. | Sri Babul Das 1992-1993
17. | Sri Amarjyoti Gogoi 1993-1994
18. | Sri Jintu Hazarika 1994-1995
19. | Sri Dibyajyoti Saikia 1995-1996
20. | Sri Jayanta Rajkumar 1996-1997
21. | Sri Ashish Agarwalla 1997-1998
22. | Sri Piklu Roy 1998-1999
23. | Sri Pranjal Pawgam 1999-2000
24. | Sri Tridip Gogoi 2000-2001
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No. | Name Year

25. | Sri Jitumoni Sarmah 2001-2002
26. | Sri Ruhit Chetia 2002-2003
27. | Sri Jayanta Chetia 2003-2004
28. | Sri Indrajit Saikia 2004-2005
29. | Sri Pramabiyoti Neog 2005-2006
30. | Sri Parameswar Gowalla 2006-2007
31. | Sri Debaijit Pegu 2007-2008
32. | Sri Moon Nayak 2008-2009
33. | Sri Cintu Nag 2009-2010
34. | Sri Momi Dutta 2010-2011
35. | Sri Monijil Das 2011-2012
36. | Sri Pulakesh Saikia 2012-2013
37. | Sri Amab P. Saikia 2013-2014
38. | Sri Partha P. Saikia 2015-2016
39. | Sri Chiranjit Majhi 2016-2017
40.

41. | Sri Amit Sharma 2018-2019
42. | Sri Amit Roy 2019-2021
43. | Sri Alok Acharjee 2021-2022
44. | Sri Bibhuty Beria 2022-2023
45. | Sri Priyansu Tanti 2023-2024
46. | Sri Rohan Sobor 2024-2025
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